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THE GREAT PERSONALITY

Dr. Syed Zafar Hasnain Zaidi

Syed Badar Alam

Zafar Zaidi is the one of the
pioneers in the field of protein chemistry for
which he devoted his entire life. He made a
lot of contribution and always maintained
remarkable performance in the field of
chemistry.

Much has been written and said in
recognition of his meritorious services but I
will highlight some other good qualities of
his personality which he always retained
throughout his life.

He was an honest man, whenever
we met he would always advise me that
whatever you do you should do it honestly.
He would say that dishonesty gives a
temporary happiness and satisfaction which
concludes so early.

He always gave me the lesson of
truth and he used to speak truth strongly. To
him, truth is the most effective weapon of a
person which lasts longer and prevents him
from getting into trouble.

He would always value his time
because of which he remained extraordinary
throughout his career life. He would never
waste his time for unproductive reasons but
always stress on its productive utilization.

He had a very wide circle of people
whom he used to meet wholeheartedly.
Sometimes I get confused that how he

managed to interact with a large number of

(e

people from all walks of life and achieved
equilibrium in different fields.

He was a very polite man when he
talked, he would talk politely and always
avoid harsh language.

Education was one of the most
important things to him. According to him,
the best utilization of money is education, no
aim of life can be achieved without
education.

He was very committed to what he
had planned and he saw several dreams for
the progress of the University of Karachi, in
which some have come true and some are
yet to be come true.

He was a true patriotic man. One of
the examples of his true patriotism to his
country is that Inspite of a few job
opportunities outside the country he always
preferred to stay in Pakistan when “HEJ”
was facing a great financial problem.

Zafar Taya is my role model. Those
people are very lucky, who depart from this
mortal world in this way Although Zafar
Taya has died, he will always remain alive
in my heart.

It is my faith that great people never
die and their remarkable deeds are
remembered for a long time.




Prof. Zafar Hasnain Zaidi

(1939-2001)

It is quite painful for me to accept that my
teacher Prof. Dr. Zafar Zaidi has left this
world. He died in the early moming hours of
7" january 2001 after having suffered a
heart attack four days back. People who
knew him closely would agree that the loss
is indeed great.

Prof. Zaidi was born on 4™ March 1939 in
Buland Shaher, U.P., India he migrated to
the newly created Pakistan in 1947. After
receiving a Master’s Degree in Chemistry
from the University of Sindh (Jamshoro) in
1963 Dr, Zaidi started his career as a teacher
at Government College Hyderabad. His
thrust for knowledge took his to Leeds from
where he obtained a doctorate degree. His
love for the country forced him to come
back where he joined the Pakistan Council
for Scientific and Industrial Research, as he
was also very impressed with its director
late Prof. Salimuzzaman Siddiqui.When
Prof, Siddiqui Was assigned the task of
establishing the Postgraduate Research
Institute of Chemistry Dr. Zaidi came out
with ful support and established the protein
chemistry laboratory at the Institute. Today
this research Institute is recognized al over
the world.

At the HEJ research Institute of Chemistry,
Dr. Zaidi initiated work on the structural
aspects of snake venom proteins, avian
hemoglobins, camel milk proteins and
cataract. The research work carried out by
his group has received internationally
recognition, Over 25 scientists who have
received their doctoral degree under his
supervision are now serving with distinction

™

Prof. Attiya Abbasi

in various universities around the world. He
was one of the most active faculty member
of the Institute and organized numerous
national and international conferences in
protein chemistry over the Years. Prof. Zaidi
was also the Co-Editor-in Chief of the
journal of the Chemical Society of Pakistan
from 179-1985 and nmade valuable
contributions to its development.

He received many and international awards
and honors in recognition of his services to
the nation and to science. These include
Tamgha-e-Imtiaz and Sitara-e-Imtiaz by the
Government of Pakistan in 1989, 1998,
National Book Council awards, Al- Kharzmi
award by the Government of Islamic
Republic of Iran in 1992 and D.Sc. by the
University of Leeds (UK). He was
appointed as the Vice Chancellor of the
largest academic institution of Pakistan, the
University of Karachi in 1997. As a Vice
Chancellor he rendered very valuable
services and established many new
institutions including Syedna Burhan-ud-
Din Institute of Genetics, Dr. Abdul Qadeer
Khan Institute of Biotechnology, Dr.
Panjwani Centre for Molecular Medicine
and Drug Design, Dr. Feroz Ahmad Institute
of Mass Communication and Umair Basha
Institute of Computer Sciences.

His interest in bringing the country in pace
with the world is reflected in establishment
of BCCI (Fast) in the mid 80’s. He was also
especially concerned about the standard of
education and primary care offered to
children and made all efforts to help
improve this situation. As a Rotarian he took

Continued on page 42



the teachers and research schoiars, a cultured,
sharp and intelligent person who was at times
. treated rather unjustly by certain sections of the
press.

Noel Coward wrote in his diary on 19 March
1955: “The only thing that really saddens me
over my demise is that I shall not be here to read
the nonsense that will be written about me...
There will be lists of apocryphal jokes I never
made and gleeful misquotations of words I never
said. What a pity I shan’t be here to enjoy them!”

Professor Zaidi is no more and I wonder
whether he would feel the same way Noel
Coward thought, about all that is being written
about him,

Continued from page 41

special interest in social work projects and
gave the concept of adopting schools and
orphanages. He loved Urdu poetry and
literature and other forms of arts and music.
He himself wrote many good poems.

Dr. Zaidi was a humble, dedicated,
hardworking and honest individual. His life
represents a portrait of a scientist with great
moral character. He believed in best human
values and had devoted all his energies for
the benefits of general masses. He was a
proud Pakistan who had all the vision and
his commitment for the well being of
mankind remains unquestionable. With his
untimely death the scientific community of
Pakistan has suffered a great loss the effect
of which will be felt for a long time. May
Allah Almighty rest his soul in peace.
Ameen!

Y

OBITUARY

Syed Usman Ghani Rashid

I have lost a personal friend. Nobody would
substitute him. He was a jewel of a man. At the
time of partition his family migrated to Pakistan
and settled for a time at Bahawalpur. Then his
family shifted to Hyderabad. In 1954, I happend

to come to Karachi and for participation in
debates I visited Hyderabad. It is there that my
friendship with him grew and lasted till he
breathed his last. He came over to Karachi in
early days of 60s and got married in 1970. He
himself was scholarly industrious and devoted
but his qualities were augmented because of
drive of his wife. Both made a happy couple. The
couple gave birth to three daughters, who in their
own right and for there are accompalished
persons. Mindful of his legacy he contributed to
the promotion of art and poetry. He participated
in all activities of Bradri and Ikhwan. In fact, he
was the pillar of Ikhwan. Nobody knew that his
life would be cut short but he led full life,
achieved great laurels. He was a Ph.D. and a
D.Sc., holder of several national and
international prizes and Awards. He became 13%
Vice-Chancellor of premier University of
Pakistan i.e. Karachi University, a distinction
which very few people can claim to have. He
died in office, thus becoming a second
incumbent after Dr. Mahmood Hussain, who
died in office. May Allah rest his soul in peace.



and added: “The office of your Department will
soon be getting a good computer and printer,”
-and sure enough, a few months after our meeting
my office did receive a computer and a printer as
did some other departments and research
institutes along with other research and
laboratory equipment.

Necessary allocations were always promptly
and generously made available for the uplifting
and capacity building of the Departments and
administrative  offices. Though he himself
belonged to the famous HEJ Institute of
Chemistry, he had no problem in admitting that
the other Departments and institutes could also
produce remarkable results if these were also
provided the facilities and funds available to the
HEJ. It is, indeed, a great tribute to the resource-
hungry teaching departments and research
institutes of Karachi University.

Being convinced of the importance of
resources and facilities in promoting research,
Professor Zaidi campaigned vigorously for
funds, grants and modem equipment. In this
context, he took a remarkable initiative when he
activated and mobilized the ex-students of
Karachi University settled in the Middle East,
Europe and North America. He urged them to
help the University and its various programmes.
He was clearly very popular among these sons
and daughters of the University who positively
responded to his ideas and promptings and are
now helping and assisting the University and its
various programmes.

During his tenure, two research centres, one
of Informauon Technology and other of
moleculer medicine, were founded. Professor
Zaidi did his Ph.D in Protein Chemistry from the
University of Leeds, UK in 1968 and DSc from
the same university in 1993. He was given
Sitara-i-Imtiaz in 1998 and Tamgha-i-Imtiaz in
1989 in recognition of his services fields of
science and education. In 1992, he was honoured
with the famous Iranian prize called Khwarazmi
International Science Award. He wrote and
edited seven books, besides producing over 100
research papers. He was also a fellow of several
prestigious national and international scientific
bodies like Pakistan Academy of Sciences and
Third World Academy of Sciences, Italy. He was
a visiting faculty member of Teheran University,
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Teheran and Max Planck Institute of Bio-
chemistry, Germany. He organized seven
international conferences and workshops on
immuno-chemical  techniques and DNA
sequencing. He was a pioneer of this kind of
research in Pakistan as well.

Over the years, Professor Zaidi had
developed a great liking for the Department of
International Relations, its Faculty members and
its various programmes. He personally knew
most of the Faculty members and took great
interest in our national and international
workshops, conferences and seminars. He was
very pleased when the Department of IR
arranged a visit of the students and teachers to
Iran in June-July last year. The visit was
sponsored by the Cultural Centre of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. On more than one occasion, he
congratulated me and the Department and spoke
very highly of the Government of Iran for
making the trip possible.

The late Vice-Chancellor was a great friend
of the needy and poor. He often arranged
financial assistance for poor students and
administrative staff. While protocol and other
considerations constrained him to encourage the
people walking up to the University gates to
bring in their transport, he offered the facilities
himself, a gracious gesture which continued even
after he became Vice-Chancellor as he used to
ensure that the individuals and families visiting
his house and not having transport facility at
their disposal were driven back to their
destination by one of his cars. This was an old
habit and it always continued.

During the last few months, Professor Zaidi
had clearly become more agitated due to the
workload with pressures taking toll of his health.
In his zeal to modernize the University and its
services and make the institution more dynamic
and prestigious, he often drove himself and his
administrative staff pretty hard. And in this
drive, he had to make some hard decisions which
were not always viewed favourably. Despite
these controversies, it can still be stated that as a
Vice-Chancellor he would be remembered for a
long time, specially for being a dynamic leader —
one of the few that the Karachi University has
produced. He was a great planner and a
visionary, a deliverer of goods, a good friend of



Professor Zaidi: as I knew him

1939-2001

In 1969, I took a viva voce at the Dhaka
University which was conducted by their board.
It was a powerful board consisting of the
chairperson and other very senior professors of
the Faculty of International Relations. Excelling
in the interview was essential if one was vying
for a good position in the Master's degree
exams. | was naturally tense but determined to
do my best.

Amidst all the technical queries, one
question really caught me off guard; What is
closest to you? My prompt and unhesitant reply
was; ‘My mother.” But the board was visibly
unconvinced and unimpressed as well. I was then
asked to guess again, but I couldn’t think of any
other reply. It was then that Dr. M. A. Aziz, the
chairperson, intervened and smilingly said: “No,
my young boy, it is death which is closest to you.
It is death which is nearest to all of us.”

Thirty years have passed since then and I
have faced several viva voce boards in
connection with my job, but one question which
I remember most is the one relating to death and
its closeness to every living person or thing. I
remember it more today when I think with a
touch of sadness about the passing away of
Professor Zafar H. Zaidi, the Vice-Chancellor of
the University of Karachi. I never thought for a
moment and perhaps no one else who knew him
did that death was chasing him, that he was so
dangerously close to it.

Though on a number of occasions, Professor
Zaidi had told me that he treated me as one of his
friends, I still feel as if I didn’t know him
enough. It was when I became the Registrar of
Karachi University that I really came to know
him as a person and later when I became the
chairman of the Department of International

Syed Sikander Mehdi.

Relations and he assumed charge as Vice-
Chancellor.

Our meetings were usually restricted to
being work-related, but he always treated me, as
he treated almost every other visitor, and that
was with utmost respect. He was most courteous

in his dealings, making people feel special by
giving them consideration like rising from the
chair to receive visitors or walking up to the door
to bid farewell. He was always available for all
of us. My meetings with him always left me with
an impression that I was with a colleague rather
than with a boss. His genial nature never gave
the impression to his juniors that they were his
subordinates. Such was his respect for his
colleagues.

Though often heavily occupied with loads of
work, he despised the idea of letting teachers
wait for him. Despite a tight schedule because of
work load he would squeeze a few moments out
of his schedule to meet the visiting teachers and
scholars. Very often, he would interrupt his
meetings and patiently listen to the visiting
teachers and sometimes even promptly pass
necessary orders.

Professor Zaidi was an active and energetic
person. To me he always appeared to be on the
move and in a hurry. He was a man of vision and
nurtured amazing plans for the University of
Karachi, in particular. But more amazingly, he
was able to achieve, in a very short period, what
had otherwise seemed to be so unachievable, so
unreach-able.

For instance, he is perhaps the first Vice-
Chancellor of recent years who can be credited
with taking the University gradually out of its
hitherto perpetual financial crisis.

“Money,” he once told me, “is no problem”,

Professor Zaidi was an active and energetic person. He was a man of
vision and nurtured amazing plans for the University of Karachi, in
particular. But more amazingly, he was able to achieve, in a very short

period, what had otherwise seemed to be so unachievable, so unreachable.
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